Five patients with papillary adenocarcinoma of the common bile duct (CBD) are described.
INTRODUCTION
Papillary adenocarcinoma of the CBD is regarded as an uncommon tumor with a more favourable prognosis and better survival compared with other carcinomas of the extrahepatic bile ducts 1-4. These tumors are raised, soft, frond-like lesions. They are covered with epithelium and grow into the lumen of the bile duct producing incomplete obstruction, with signs and symptoms resembling bile duct stones or strictures2- 4. It seems that, detection of early intraluminal growth is followed by early surgical resection with a relatively better survival rate. In this report five actually be cases of benign papillomas with minor foci of early adenocarcinoma is a matter of discussion. There are reports of papillary type tumors showing malignant degeneration12.
In conclusion, papillary tumors of the common bile duct should be born in mind in the differential diagnosis of benign lesions of the biliary tract. The resectability of these tumors when recognised at an early stage, points to the importance of this differential diagnosis.
